—m S ——

Associlation ofsocieties for
Growing AustralianPlants

N

ASGAP

NEWSLETTER

[No 24] October — 1999

In this Issue
President’s Message..................... 2
President L M Come and visit us on the WEB....4
resiaen orna urray Editorial............ 5
Secretary Jocelyn Morrison | Report of ASGAP
Treasurer John Morse Conference Proceedings........ 7
Newsletter Editor gatestt(t) N:éeGAPfACRAig
- eport to rom \...
:(\;O; nez(?zhlelds Australian Plants Award.............. 12
X Report of ASGAP Conservation
Mt Ommaney, Qld. 4074 .
emailkshields@ug.net.a OFfICRT.. oo 13
ug.net.au Principles of Flora Conservationl4
Report of AFFE.......cooeeeeeee, 15

—m e ——



Association of Societies for Growing Australian Plants

President’s Message

In this first message in my position as the newly elected President of ASGAP to
all members of ASGAP member societies, | would like to thank all those who
have expressed kind words of congratulation and best wishes. As | have the
support of a strong Council, | feel sure that we can manage the affairs of the
association well for the next two years. The present members of the Executive,
with phone numbers and email addresses if available, are —

President Lorna Murray 073376 1125 Ig.murray@ug.net.au
Vice-President Cindy Royston 02 6231 6067 lucinda.royston@affa.gov.au
Vice-President Wendy Fopp 08 8556 7472

Secretary Jocelyn Morrison 07 3262 6965 jomorrison@bigpond.com
Treasurer John Morse 07 3289 1431

Study Group Co-ordinatorJan Sked 07 3285 3322 jansked@powerup.com.au

Other members who were appointed to the ASGAP Council are —

Newsletter Editor Yvonne Shields 07 3376 8383 kshields@ug.net.au

Public Officer lan Anderson 02 6261 2037

Conservation Officer Cherree Densle 03 5568 7226 cherree@standard.net.au
ACRA Representative  Neil Marriott 03 5356 2404 neilm@netconnect.com.au
ACRA Representative ~ Warwick Dix 02 6230 3537 dix@dynamite.com.au
AFF Representative lan Cox 02 9654 2533 itcox@bigpond.com

All Member Societies also appoint one delegate to the ASGAP Council.

\ 4

We felt that the ASGAP Conference in Queensland was successful, and we all
thoroughly enjoyed meeting all the visitors from other parts of the country. May |
offer very sincere thanks to all those who so kindly sent cards, letters or phone
calls to me or to other committee members after returning home. All your
expressions of gratitude have been passed on to other members involved in the
conference organization. All Queensland members have had a rest now and
regained their strength after the very busy period before and during the
conference.

| was particularly impressed by the comment in one letter

“The up-front slaves were seen and, | hope well thanked. But the behind the
scenes managers need to know that they were appreciated for ther
contributions to the hard work and months of planning we know are
necessary”

Firstly | hope that all the up-front workers didn’'t feel that they were treated as
“daves’ but enjoyed their participation in the proceedings. However following on
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from this comment, without detracting from the large amount of valuable work
done by all of the committee and by many other members, | would like to make
specia mention of the immense effort put in by Queensland Region Secretary, lan
Waldron. lan expended much more time than anyone else in organizing and
carrying out many of the details of the preparations and arrangements for over
two years, as well as working on various jobs continually for the duration of the
conference. This was a really mammoth effort on top of his work as Region
Secretary. Thank you very much, lan, for your great assistance.

The conference was successful financially, and although the final figures are not
yet available, we have been able to sent a cheque for $2000 to Canberra Region
to assist in meeting those expenses which will have to be met before registrations
start coming in. | am sure that we will have another very successful gathering in
Canberra in 2001, and look forward to meeting many members again.

The business session in Brisbane on Saturday was also very successful, with the
delegates from all Regions discussing the matters raised in a professional and
thoughtful way. We must congratulate President Wendy for chairing the meeting
so well that the business was completed by afternoon teatime. An account of the
topics discussed and of the motions passed is given in an article later in this
Newsletter.

One of the main duties of the new Executive following on from the conference
will be progressing the discussions on the Issues paper and comments that were
collated and presented to the conference by Canberra Region. We must
congratulate and thank the Canberra Region committee for the successful conduct
of this exercise and the large amount of work put in to the task. An ASGAP
working party has now been set up, with a delegate from each Region joining the
Executive, to consider the details of the discussion during the conference and the
comments made by members on the Issues paper. The preferred option expressed
by the Regions was to maintain the status quo, with some minor changes. This
option will be pursued, with consideration also given to the views expressed by
others supporting the option of building the capacity of ASGAP by increasing its
resources. In future newsletters we will be able to give all members updates on
the progress of this exercise.

The ASGAP Study Groups form one of the most important aspects of the ASGAP
organization. The newly appointed Study Group Co-ordinator, Jan Sked, has been
busy dealing with the motions passed at the Study Group Leaders meeting in
Brisbane and subsequently discussed at the ASGAP Council meeting. It is
important that we get the Study Group manual, which has been in the draft
process for many years now, finalized and distributed among all Study Groups.
Hopefully by now al Study Group Leaders have contributed ideas and
suggestions to the draft proposals circulated previously.

[No. 24] October 1999 Page3



Association of Societies for Growing Australian Plants

Members generally are becoming aware of the increasing need to pay attention to
the conservation of the Australian flora, in this time of increasing urbanization
and degradation of natural habitats. At the Federal level of our Society more
attention is being given to such matters with the appointment of an ASGAP
Conservation Officer. A meeting of Region Conservation Officers or their
deputies was held in Brisbane, and a report by ASGAP Conservation Officer
Cherree Densley is given later in this Newsletter.

On behaf of al members of the Members Societies, ASGAP also has
representatives on the Australian Cultivar Registration Authority (ACRA) and the
Australian Flora Foundation (AFF). Very interesting and informative reports from
these representatives were presented to the conference and information from these
reports is also passed on to members here.

One of the greatest problems for the ASGAP Executive is that of finding ways to
disseminate information to al the members of the member societies. This
newdletter is distributed widely to Regions, branches or groups and to Study
Group leaders. However the problem of getting ASGAP news to the general
membership of our member societies is one that we have not yet been able to
solve. Therefore | ask Region Newsletter Editors to try to include in their
newsd etters as much information about ASGAP activities as possible. At present
this is the only way we have of getting information to the individual members.

Lorna Murray
President ASGAP

=
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Come and visit us on the WEB!

The Society has a World Wide Web site on the internet —
http://farrer.csu.edu.au/ASGAP/
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Editorial

Welcome to you all for this my inaugural Newsletter. | trust that | can follow in
my predecessors footsteps and keep this Newdetter both readable and
informative. If anyone has any flora cartoons please send them in and if space
permits in future editions maybe we can also add some fun.

For those of you who do not know me, let me introduce myself —

My husband, Kelvin and | have been members of SGAP Qld Region since 1976
and have also belonged to the Brisbane “Western Suburbs’ Branch for the same
period. We enjoy being involved in the Society’s activities, in particular assisting
with the Branch displays that showcase our native flora.

We have combined two allotments in Jamboree Heights to form an Australian
bush. It has got a little out of control of late but the birds appear to enjoy it and
many have made it their home. We are members of RANA (Restoring Australian
Native Amphibia) and currently raising tadpoles, particularly the green species, to
bring the frogs back to our neighbourhood.

For the past two years | have been working from home in our computer
consultancy business. Before that | spent 24 years with the University of
Queensland in the administration of the Department of Physiology and
Pharmacology with emphasis on publications, examinations and timetabling.

We spend alot of time at the Y-WEST gym which isin walking distance of home
and have been members for at least 13 years. We particularly like the pump
aerobic sessions. In 1997 we were awarded “Aerobic Participant of the Year”
which resulted in a full year's membership each.

My more recent passion is ice skating — the hard way! First class resulted in two
fractures to the left elbow and as | write this I’'m struggling with an extremely
sore bruised right shoulder. | have achieved three merit badges so far and
progressing quite well for someone no longer a teenager.

Whenever we can arrange it we love to go on safari to see and photograph our
native flora growing in the wild. Kelvin takes the dlides and | take the prints.
We've had nine coach safaris now and many of these have been with Geoff and
Narelle Scurr currently with Down Under Tours.

We have just returned from our own planned 5,500 km, 24 day car safari (Sept 15
- Oct 9) which took us via Sydney and Canberra to Wilson's Promontory, Phillip
|sland, the Dandenongs, the Great Ocean Road, Hall’s Gap in the Grampians and
then home via Bendigo and the Newell Highway.

A magjor highlight of this tour was the time we spent in Pomonal. We attended the
Pomonal Flower Show and here we spoke at length with Alex Graham about
colour reproduction problems on computer equipment while admiring the delicate
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and intricate work of Eve's pressed flowers in jewellery and on cards and
bookmarks. One flower at the Show that really caught our eye was a long sprig of
Grevillea magnifica ssp remofeom Neil Marriott's garden.

After alittle effort we located Redman Bluff Camping Ground, Long Gully Road
[ph. (03)53566309] with the help of the local storekeeper in Pomonal. Our one
night stay turned into 3 nights. This place has everything going for it, peace and
quite, open space, scenery plus. It is nestled in the foothills of the Mt William
Range (approx. 9 kms from Pomonal) and what we found incredible was flat,
grassed Sites to pitch the tent, a rarity on our tour. We had the use of a camp
kitchen including gas stove and a place to wash up the dishes — marvellous. The
large recreation hall was full of interesting maps of the area, pictures, books and
even a ping pong table - Kelvin needs more practice. We really enjoyed ourselves
here and Tom Banfield made us really welcome. As it turned out he is an SGAP
member and was involved in the staging of the Pomona Flower Show and
apologised to us when we arrived that he had just picked his garden for his flower
show display. No apology needed, his garden was incredible with many speciesin
full bloom, in particular his Telopea (Waratah), the Kunzea baxteri attempting to
hide Tom’s pride and joy, Isopogon latifolius. We reluctantly left Tom’'s place
mid morning after taking quite a few photographs of his garden, admiring once
again the reflections in the lake and the sun shining onto Redman Bluff with
yellow fields in the foreground — a delightful place — we’ll be back.

Tom suggested we look at the two native plant nurseries/gardens in Pomonal
before leaving. We were not prepared for the shock when we got out of the car at
Phillip Vaughan's Mt Cassell Native Plant Nursery in Wildflower Drive. Shock
turned to sickness in the stomach, jealously some would call it — how can
someone create something so beautiful and everything in full bloom and I mean
full bloom. Fields of Waratahs with countless blooms per plant, Banksias,
Dryandras, Xanthorrhoeas etc, you name it and it was there — stacks of them and
al in full bloom. Many photos were taken to show our members just how
colourful a native garden can be. Time was running short as we had to get to
Bendigo that evening so it was a quick look at the Pomonal Wildflower Nursery
also in Wildflower Drive, a quick run up a small section of the tunnel track and
decision time — do we go back and spend another night at Tom's place? With
sunburn and dehydration setting in we moved on to Bendigo to pitch the tent
again in the dark after finding our planned caravan park in Bendigo had just been
bulldozed. After much hunting to find another caravan park close to the Bendigo
lce Stadium, “99” our beloved Seca, got herself temporarily bogged in a
construction drain in a Caravan Park at Kangaroo Flat and there we decided to
spend the night.

We had many interesting experiences and enjoyed ourselves immensely on our
holiday, returning with revitalised enthusiasm to tackle our garden and many
photographs to sort out and identify.

Yvonne Shields

ASGAP Newsletter Editor

Pageb [No. 24] October 1999



Association of Societies for Growing Australian Plants

Report of ASGAP Conference Proceedings

Study Group Report

The report from the Study Group Leader, Helen
Morrow, suggested that ASGAP needed to decide
whether the proposed Study Group Manual should be a
manual of guidelines and suggestions for running a
successful Study Group or whether it should be stronger
in its direction, to be rules rather than guidelines. As Jan
Sked was taking over as Study Group Co-ordinator after
the Council meeting, and as she had only just seen a
copy of the draft manual for the first time, it was
decided to postpone further discussion on the document until the next Tele-
conference.

Following discussion of Study Group activity, a motion was passed that where no
Newsletter is published in afinancial year, that the subs paid to that Study Group
are carried over to the next financial year.

The Queensland Executive is to update the By-Laws to incorporate al motions
passed at this or previous conferences and to circulate a copy to all Regions.

Newsletter Editor's Report

After consideration of the Newsdletter Editor's report it was moved that all
Regions should make a list of the addresses of all groups and branches in their
State and provide this to the Newsletter Editor.

ACRA Representative Report

Neil Marriott reported that under ACRA Rules a cultivar now has to have only
25% of its genotype from Australian parentage. Thisis an unacceptable situation,
and a motion was passed that we should press for the percentage of Australian
genotype to be no less than 75%. ASGAP will pursue this with the ACRA.
Concern was also expressed that there was no representative from ACRA on the
PBR committee, and a letter is being written to the Minister for Primary
Industries to point out the difficulties with this situation.

Further details of the report from the ACRA Representative, which contained
several items of interest to the membership generally, are given elsewhere.

AFF Representative Report

Bill Payne reported that 6 projects are now in progress around Australia,
sponsored by funds from the Australian Flora Foundation. All donations to the
fund are now tax-exempt, so individuals as well as organizations are encouraged
to assist research by giving donations. A motion was passed recommending that
each member society consider seriously the funding of research in 1999-2000,
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and is encouraged to generate funds for research or become personal research
sponsors.

It was pointed out that Regions or their groups or branches could provide funds
with the claim that they wish to fund research in their own state, as has been done
by the Maroondah Group in Victoria. It is hoped that more groups or branches
will consider this option.

ASGAP Website

A comprehensive report was presented on the ASGAP Site on the World Wide
Web. The conference agreed to continue funding the maintenance and
development of the site by the Australian Plants Society (NSW) on behalf of
ASGAP, as outlined in the budget presented, for a period of two years. Brian
Walters, Webmaster, was congratulated on his achievements in this demanding
job.

ASGAP Review — Task Force Discussion Paper

Standing orders were suspended to allow detailed discussion of the report from
the Canberra committee on the ASGAP Discussion Paper Options. Option 1,
maintenance of the status quo with minor changes was the most favoured option,
with support also for Option 3, to retain ASGAP, but build its capacity to meet its
objectives by increasing resources.

A motion was passed to establish a Working Party, to meet by Tele-conference
and to keep in touch by email, to progress the options. It was considered that the
Queensland Executive should lead the Working Party, with a representative from
each Region joining the group. The detailed and helpful comments from
delegates were recorded and will be used by the Working party in further
discussions.

Motions received from Regions

Queensland Region proposed a motion that ASGAP ask Member Societies to
Issue membership numbers to their members, which can then be requested from
members applying for any activity under the auspices of ASGAP. This was
passed, and then a related motion was carried that ASGAP include in the By-
Laws referring to Study Group L eaders that Leaders should require applicants for
membership or renewal of membership to state their Region and membership
number, if allocated, and the expiry date of Region membership.

This should make it much easier for Study Group Leaders to ensure that the
clause in the Rules requiring a member of a Study Group to be a member of one
of the Member Societies is being complied with. The provision of a membership
number to each member is a very easy task with the present availability of
computer databases, and several Regions already allocate membership numbers.

Another motion from Queensland Region which was passed by the conference
stated that Regions hosting a conference on behalf of ASGAP be advised to ask
for membership numbers, if allocated, and Region membership expiry date from
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applicants for registration, and that non-members be charged an additional fee for
registration.

NSW Region put forward a motion that ASGAP request Member Societies to
have an arrangement to allow members of one Region to subscribe to Region or
group newsletters of another Region without having to be a member of that
second Region. Many Regions already had such an arrangement in place and the
motion passed with little comment.

A motion from SA led to the passing of the resolution that members be advised in
the next appropriate Newdletter of all matters decided at an ASGAP Conference.
This report, in more detail than given after previous ASGAP Conferences, is
being provided to members of the Member Societies, to comply with this motion.
The Executive hopes that all members find the report interesting. Any comments
from members generally on any issue mentioned here will be much appreciated.

A Special Resolution was passed, to change the Rules of ASGAP to allow the
Australian Plants Society (South Australian Region) Inc. to formally be one of the
Member Societies of ASGAP. This amendment to the Rules was | ater provided to
Public Officer, lan Anderson, so that he could formally register this change with
the Register General in ACT, where ASGAP is incorporated.

Another Special Resolution from Victoria to change the name of the Society for
Growing Australian Plants Victoria Inc. to Australian Plants Society (SGAP
Victoria) Inc. in the Rules of ASGAP was aso passed. However a similar
proposed resolution from Tasmania could not be considered at this Conference, as
the motion was not submitted in the correct form as a Special Resolution.

A proposa from Tasmania was discussed and the motion that each Member
Society agree to appoint a Study Group Liaison Officer to act as Liaison Officer
with all Study Groups and the membership of the Society was carried.

The suggestion that ASGAP supply bridging finance to a Member Society
planning an ASGAP Biennial Conference and Seminar where that Member
Society requests assistance in meeting necessary expenditure before receiving
income from registrations etc, was agreed to.

Standing orders were suspended to allow discussion of a proposal to use
Australian Plants Inc. instead of ASGAP, with Regions using similar names to
Australian Plants Society Victoria. In discussion it was generally felt that the
name ASGAP should be retained at present. Some delegates were worried that the
name Australian Plants Society might suggest all plants grown in Australia, not
only natives.

WA pointed out the ASGAP logo was a registered trademark and should not be
modified for use. Problems that had been found in the use of the logo in black and
white were discussed. It was pointed out that for B&W reproduction the logo may
need to be copied through a 50% screen. The Executive is to provide the
Newsletter Editor with a correct bromide of the ASGAP logo for B&W
production.
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Following some discussion on clearing of native vegetation, it was moved that
ASGAP support an Australia-wide moratorium on clearing of native vegetation.
The suggestion was that the delegates should take this back to Regions, as most
land clearing is under the auspices of State Governments.

General business

There was considerable discussion about the composition of the medallions
presented to the recipients of the Australian Plants Awards. Up till now the
medallions have been made of silver, but this metal is becoming very expensive,
and has problems with tarnishing. The use of other metal alloys was considered,
but it was decided that we should continue to have them made of silver.

Margaret Lee, SA, reported on the grant of $5000 which had been obtained by the
previous Executive from the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
for administration purposes. A person had been employed to set up a database to
record information that had been requested on projects being carried out by
groups or branches anywhere in Australia. It was suggested that Study Groups
and individuals should also be approached for information. Margaret requested
that anyone wishing to have more input into the database to liaise with her.

A suggestion was made to send congratulations to David Gordon of Myall Park, a
foundation member of the Society and a previous recipient of an Australian Plants
Award, on the occasion of his 100" birthday. Subsequently a card, prepared with
artwork by Margaret Pieroni, and signed by those attending the Seminar, was
sent.

The 21% ASGAP Conference will be held at Hawker College ACT on Saturday
29" September 2001, and the ASGAP Seminar, hosted by Canberra Region will
follow in the next week. All members should note the date now and try to
organize time to attend the next ASGAP Conference and Seminar.

Extracted from the tapes of the conference proceedings by Lorna Murray.

Dates to Note

+ ASGAP Tele-conference/Council Meeting: Saturday 12 February 2000
+ Australian Plants Award: 31 July 2000 (nomination closing date)
+ 215 ASGAP Conference: Sat. 29 September — 5 October 2001 (Hawker ACT)
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Report to ASGAP from the Australian Cultivar
Registration Authority (ACRA)

Items have been extracted by the Editor from the report prepared by Neil Marriott
(ACRA Representative) to the ASGAP Conference in Brisbane in July 1999.

’;

Refer to the President’s “Report of ASGAP Conference Proceedings’ earlier in
this Newsdletter about “How Australian does an Australian Cultivar have to be?’
and “PBR Committee representation for ACRA”.

Grevillea “Long John” (G. longistyla X G. johnsonii) was registered by the
Grevillea Study Group as the official name. For many years it has been sold
incorrectly as G. longistyla or under the illegitimate name of G. “Elegance’, a
name already registered with ACRA for one of Leo Hodges “Poorinda”’ hybrids.
Members are urged to point out this mistake to any of their local nurseries or to
advise Neil Marriott of any nursery using any incorrect labelling.

Grevillea “Frosty Pink”, registered by the Grevillea Study Group, is now the
official name for the pink flowered large shrub with frosty grey foliage sold as
G. brachystachya. [The true G. brachystachya is a rare WA plant with greeny-
yellow flowers and long green leaves.] Members are urged to promote G. “Frosty
Pink” as the correct name in the nursery trade.

Eucalyptus “Euky Dwarf” is a cultivar that is firmly entrenched in the nursery
trade as E. leucoxylon rosea-Murray Bridge or E. leucoxylon rosea dwarf. The
application for an official cultivar name for this clone was rejected as it has been
found that this beautiful small treeisin fact a distinct population confined to hills
to the east of Murray Bridge and it appears that it will soon be given ranking as a
new subspecies. Entire species or subspecies are not eligible for registration under
the International Rules for Nomenclature.

ACRA iscompiling adatabase of all known native plant cultivar names. This will
include all cultivars, ACRA registered, PBR registered and all those unregistered
cultivars. Thisis a very important project for ACRA and for ASGAP. If this sort
of knowledge is not gained now it may be lost forever. ASGAP urges all state
ACRA liaison officers or equivalent state official to compile a listing for their
region within the next 12 months and send the listing to ACRA Canberra.

Selections from the wild will no longer be accepted for registration by the PBR
Office. In future it will be up to the applicant to prove that they actually bred their
cultivar, and that it was not merely a selection from the wild. ACRA is
responding by promoting ACRA registrations as a cheap and simple alternative,
which while not providing legal protection, still registers publicly the new

[No. 24] October 1999 Pagell



Association of Societies for Growing Australian Plants

cultivar name, and its breeder/selector. The Australian PBR Officeisto follow up
thatGrevillea“Bronze Rambler” has been illegally PBR’d in New Zealand.

ASGAP groups are still only lodging limited cultivars for
registration under the free scheme for ASGAP and its affiliated
groups. All Study Groups are strongly urged to get al their good
selections registered.

Australian Plants Awards

The ASGAP Executive is now calling for nominations for the
Australian Plants Award, which should be presented at the next
Biennial Conference in Canberra in September 2001.

The person nominated should have made an outstanding
contribution to the knowledge of Australian plants in one of the
following categories:-

ol The contribution has been made by the recipient in the course of a
notable professional career in a natural science field,;
Ly The contribution has been made by the recipient through primarily

amateur or voluntary work or interest in Australian plants.

Each Member Society may submit a nomination in either or both

categories. There shall be no restrictions on nominees for the Award
in terms of nationality, residence, membership of the Association, or the nature of
the contribution for which the Award is being presented. A previous winner may
not be nominated.

Nominations for an Award to be made in 2001 shall be in the hands of the
Executive by 31 July 2000. Any previous nominations will not stand, but need to
be resubmitted to the present Executive.

Nominations should be a full resume of the nominee and include qualifications,
research, publications, membership and work for societies, study groups, and
other organizations, fieldwork, community involvement, lectures and promotions
etc.

The ASGAP President and both Vice-Presidents form the Australian Plants
Award Committee.

Xanthorrhoea sp.

lllustration by Jeanette Martin (Wallum Study Group Leader’s daughter)
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Report of ASGAP Conservation Officer

The inaugura meeting of the ASGAP
Conservation Subcommittee was held during
the ASGAP Conference in July 1999.
Representatives from al Regions were
present.

’;

Consideration was given to the direction the
Committee could take —

1. It was desirable that Tele-conferences be
held once or twice a year so that Regions
could keep in touch, discuss their diverse
projects and ask for help if a national
approach was necessary.

2. It was thought that Regions, Districts, Groups and Branches should take
control of their own local resources as local SGAP members are best able to
take control of local issues. ASGAP could be there to offer advice on how it
should be done.

A brief report was given by each region detailing their own policies and

Initiatives.

Reports from various Regions can be published in the ASGAP Newsletter from

time to time.

Matters of concern —

1. ASGAP By-Laws do not as yet list the role of the Conservation Officer.
Regions should consider their expectations of what role should be taken by the
ASGAP Conservation Officer.

2. The Conference in Brisbane passed a resolution that ASGAP should support
an Australian wide moratorium on clearing of native vegetation. Will members
in all Regions consider this view point and offer suggestions on how this can
be achieved.

Cherree Densley
ASGAP Conservation Officer

Epacris longifloraCav.
Fuchsia Heath

Illustration by Bill Gunn
(Epacris Study Group member)
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Principles of Flora Conservation

As outlined in publication of September 1991 by the WILDFLOWER SOCIETY
OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA (INC)

\ 4

1. HERITAGE Wildflowers are our natural heritage held in trust for future
generations. We have no right to destroy species.

2. ECOLOGY Natural bushland is quintessential to this heritage. Human beings
cannot reproduce the complexity and diversity of species and their ecology
which have evolved over millions of years.

3. RESPONSIBILITY Human beings are the ultimate custodians of life. We
have the ability to destroy life, so must therefore assume the responsibility to
preserve life. This responsibility lies with all levels of society: individual,
community, government and corporate.

4. INTRINSIC VALUE All bushland has intrinsic value. The value of the life of
any species cannot be measured in dollars.

5. BOTANY The systematic botanical surveying of our flora and vegetation are
essential. The undescribed flora requires urgent but rigorous scientific
attention.

6. PRESERVATION (i) Flora conservation embraces the preservation of the
ecology of vegetation types. Reserves, whether public or private, should be
ecologically viable and interconnected to allow the continued movement of
species and hence future evolution and adaptation and longterm survival.
Nevertheless, all reserves are worthy of preservation. (ii) The ecological
Integrity of reserves is inviolate. The notion of exploration and mining in
reserves is scientifically and morally unjustifiable.

7. RARE AND ENDANGERED SPECIES Natural habitats of rare and
endangered species must be preserved. Cultivation in gardens does not
facilitate continuing biodiversity and species evolution.

8. HUMAN IMPACT Human actions are changing the world and have an
Impact on flora. Changes include the Greenhouse Effect, acid rain, large scale
land clearance and dieback. The greatest potential for survival in the face of
environmental change lies with the most genetically diverse and healthy
natural populations.

9. EDUCATION The community has a right to know about, care about and
enjoy our floral heritage. Community involvement and education are
conducive to caring and enjoyment. Our children have the same rights.
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Furthermore, all children have the right of access to bushland within walking
distance of home and school.

10. CULTIVATION Cultivation of wildflowers in gardens enables people to
study and enjoy our flora, and lessen impact on our environment. The
commercia picking of wildflowers and collection of seed from bushland is
incompatible with flora conservation. The commercial production of
wildflowers is therefore necessarily based on cultivation.

Principles of Revegetation and Seed Collecting will follow in a further issue.
What is the reaction of members to these principles. Do you agree with them all?
Are there any that you would add? For example, | see the invasion of weeds as a
further issue to add to No. 8 — the effect of human impact. Please write to me,
Cherree Densdley, ASGAP Conservation Officer, 9390 Princes Highway,
Killarney Vic 3283

Report of Australian Flora Foundation (AFF)

Hello! 1@ your new representative on the Australian Flora Foundation. This is
my first report. It is rather brief, mainly because | have much to learn about how
the AFF operates.

| have actually been a member of the AFF for some years, because | believe it
does worthwhile work in advancing the status and conservation of our flora. Now
| am looking forward to participating in its decision making.

The Australian Flora Foundation was launched in 1981 to coincide with the
Thirteenth International Botanical Congress held at the University of Sydney.
Members of the Society for Growing Australian Plants, particularly Bill Payne,
were active in its formation, and this association continues to the present day. The
Foundation® objectives are to promote research into the biology and cultivation
of Australian plants. On a practical level it raises money for research grants that
are used to encourage Australian plant scientists to study Australiasflora. It isan
Approved Research Institute under the Income Tax Assessment Act, and
donations to the Research Fund are tax deductible.

All of the office bearers and committee members of the AFF are volunteers.
Projects are assessed and reviewed by a Scientific Research Committee
comprised of eminent biological scientists. Before a project is recommended, it is
assessed on scientific rigour, likelihood of success, originality, and the
importance of, and need for, this research. Donations are therefore used in the
most effective way.

From a modest and slow start in the earlier years, the pace has picked up to the
extent that this year about $25,000 is available for grants for research to be
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carried out in 2000. This money was generated from income on investments that
have largely resulted from bequests. The Board has decided that, for the time
being, only interest from invested funds (rather than capital) should be used for
iImmediate research grants.

Projects that are likely to be funded in 2000 include (very briefly):

* to precisely define the pathogens involved in the sudden death of Boronia in
warmer climates;

* to examine the germination and establishment of salt tolerant native grasses
from ephemeral wetlands in inland Victoria;

» to investigate whether rarity of Banksia species is associated with highly
specialised nutrient acquisition mechanisms.

During the last year or so the progress reports that the Foundation normally sends
to members and other supporters have not been circulated. This was largely due
to the illness of Dr Malcolm Reed, the Foundation® Hon. Secretary. Fortunately
Malcolm®©s health is now improving, and things are getting back to normal.

lan Cox
AFF Representative

Who gets this Newsletter?

At the Conference the following list for distribution of the ASGAP Newsletter
was agreed to by all present. If you have any comments on who should be added
or should not be included please let me* know before the next Council
Meeting/Tele-conference which is planned for Saturday 12 February 2000.

No

ASGAP Executive 6
ASGAP Appointed Officers[incl. ACRA & AFF representatives] 6
ASGAP Council Members (ie Region Delegates to Council) 7
Study Group Leaders 28
ASGAP Member Societies (President & Secretary) 14

(Q, ACT, NSW, SA, Tas, Vic, WA)
Region Newsletter Editors 8
District Groups and Branchedaffiliated organisations not included] 107
Extras: Australian Plants Editor, “Danthonia” Editor and Botanic 7
Gardens by request. [Webmagtettronic copy)

Circulation 183

* Editor: Yvonne Shields [Ph/Fax 07 33768383; email: kshields@ug.net.au or
snail mail: PO Box 202 Mt Ommaney QLD 4074]
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