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 Report from The President:   Marion Blackwell 08 9383 1141

It is such an uplifting experience to read the stimulating accounts of activities to do with our
wildflowers, reported in the various Regional Newsletters, which I am now receiving as
President. I wish every member and in particular, those scattered through the outback, had
ready access to this 'good news' and 'activities' venue.

This information gathering, is of course, one of the joys of our Biennial Conference and
Seminar. The gathering together of members, readily facilitates discussion of all these various
issues with the actual people, full of bright ideas, who are carrying out the work. In particular,
this applies to our Study Groups which are discovering new species, tackling problems
concerning the identity of these newly discovered taxa (with the help of taxonomists), and
unravelling the secrets of 'how to grow' plants that have never been tried in cultivation before. In
many cases, expanding the field of experiment, to cover testing their growth under a wide
variety of edaphic and climatic conditions.

These are issues concerning specific sections of the flora, that are in general, not tackled in
such a holistic manner by any other sector of the community. Dedicated activity so greatly
needed in order to enlarge our knowledge of the parameters and horticultural needs of our
diverse and as yet largely unknown plants. Each contributor who adds to this knowledge-bank
and disseminates useful information to the general public, makes a mark. Groups of us
concentrating together on problem solving, can achieve wonders. We each need vision, honed
observation and perseverance, to increase our knowledge of 'how to know and grow' this
amazing heritage of diverse flora.

I also believe that ASGAP, as a like-minded group of associated societies, is capable of making
a huge contribution towards the conservation of our flora, vegetation and the habitats that they
constitute; for this is the environment upon which we are all dependent for our very existence.
We need to make our presence felt and use our hard-gained knowledge, to influence

 



decision-making processes towards a future based upon environmental health and wellbeing as
well as more humane considerations, rather than the current exploitive theme of 'progress',
governed by economic expediency. Australia has an ancient unique and priceless heritage,
which is unlike any other in the world. Unless we conserve what we have inherited, we lose our
future. So much of it has already been cleared with the loss of unknown content; and as yet we
know little about what remains.

Gird your loins, brush your brains and take up the cause. Act in any way you can to inform and
alert people of the value of the heritage we are losing, before it is too late.

Editors Note:
Soon after our Biennial Meeting, Marion was involved in a rather catastrophic vehicle accident
causing crushed vertebrae. This has resulted in her having four months out of action, under
heavy painkiller sedation for her broken back. Thankfully she is now recovering and hoping to
gradually get back into action.
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 Report from The Treasurer:   Bob Backhouse 08 9367 8414

ASSOCIATION OF SOCIETIES FOR GROWING AUSTRALIAN PLA NTS

TREASURERS REPORT AS AT 2/4/2006

Commonwealth Bank – Current A/c

Balance brought forward as 1/10/2005 7887.08

RECEIPTS

14/10/05 Sale of badges and stickers at Conference  248.50

28/10/05 N.S.W. Levees 2622.40  2870.90

 10757.98

PAYMENTS
Conference Travel expenses 3591.13

Insurance 965.24

Legal expenses Coy Registration  58.00

Postages and telephone  99.36

Printing and stationery  23.87

Study group expenses  98.40

Floral tribute to Eileen Croxford  69.50 4905.50

BALANCE AS AT 2/4/2006 5852.48

Adelaide Bank 180 day flexiterm A/C

Balance as at 1/10/2005 32348.98 

Interest received 17/1/06 861.46 33210.44

 TOTAL FUNDS AS AT 2/4/06 39062.92

ACCOUNTS TO BE PASSED FOR PAYMENT

R.Whish-Wilson – postages and telephone  74.85

Victoria A.P.S Conf travel expenses 450.00

Queensland S.G.A.P. Conf travel expenses 691.65

A.C.T SGAP –Lucinda Royston 930.00

South Aust A.P.S. Travel expenses 360.00

Jan Sked --study group expenses  98.40

N.S.W. A.P.S. conf travel expenses 659.48

Dick Burns – Petty Cash re-imbursement  48.38

Queensland Insurance brokers 965.24

Tasmania A.P.S. Cong travel expenses 500.00

Office of Registrar General –registration  58.00



K.K.Collins – floral tribute Eileen Croxford  69.50 
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 Report from The Secretary:   Nina McLaren 08 9448 5419

No report from Nina presently as she is away in the Kimberley region.
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 Report from ACRA

Representative:
Neil Marriott  
Andy Russell                       
         

03 5356 
2404

02 6251 
8949

No report presently.
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 Report from AFF Representative:   Elwyn Hegarty 07  3378 3530

Applications for funding for projects in 2007 have closed. The proposals have been referred to
the Scientific Committee for detailed assessment.

Research reports from many previous studies supported by AFF are published on their regularly
updated new website http://www.aff.org.au. The website also contains links to useful contacts
and sources of information, for example Australian herbaria, research institutes, botanic
gardens, professional organisations, and associations such as ASGAP and its member
societies.

TRIBUTE TO BILL PAYNE & VAL WILLIAMS
The late Bill Payne was an Australian Flora Foundation(AFF) councillor and his major
contribution to the establishment of the Foundation, following the Botanical Congress in Sydney
in 1988 has been well recognised by members of AFF. A personal tribute has been placed on
the AFF website here. 

A prize from AFF honouring the memory of the late Val Williams, who had been another
long-standing and valued member of the Australian Plant Society(APS) NSW region, and AFF,
who was formerly AFF Secretary, was presented at the biennial Wildflower Conference in May
2005. 

Two prizes are also awarded at each annual meeting of the Ecological Society of Australia, and
two at each biennial meeting of the Australian Society of Horticultural Science. At each of these
two meetings, one prize is awarded to the under- or postgraduate student who gives the best
talk, and one to the under- or postgraduate student who presents the best poster, provided that
the Society considers the presentations are of suitable merit.

The Foundation continues to solicit new memberships (at $25 p.a.) from those interested in its
aims, and invites tax-deductible contributions to its research fund to support future grants for
botanical research projects involving Australian native flora.
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 Report from Rules & By-Laws:   Jan Sked 07 3285 3322

Just a reminder, according to the ASGAP Rules & By-Laws, any amendment or alteration to the
Rules requires a Special Resolution which must be approved by a three-quarter majority, and
the Secretary must send notice of the Special Resolution to all Member Societies, Officers and
Delegates at least 60 days prior to the meeting at which the amendment is to be considered.



The following table lists Motions of significance that were passed at the 23rd ASGAP Biennial
Conference, Perth and ASGAP Council Meeting in Perth on the 1st and 2nd of October 2005. 

  MOTION MEETING   DATE

That the content of the ASGAP newsletter be confined to
ASGAP matters, including those items required to be
advised to members of Member Societies in this way
according to the Rules & By-Laws, but not to include 
minutes of the Conference or Council meetings that are
distributed directly to the Executive, delegates and
appointed officers. 

23rd ASGAP 
Biennial 
Conference, Perth 

1/10/05

That the interest earned since the previous Biennial
Conference on the Association’s existing term deposit
account be used to subsidise Study Group Leaders’
attendance at the next Biennial Conference and Seminar,
with subsidies being calculated in a manner to be
determined by Council in accordance with the following
principles.

1. Over a period of three Biennial Conferences, all Study 
Group Leaders will receive one subsidy.

2. The amount of the subsidy for each Study Group will be 
inversely proportional to the number of members of the 
Study Group.

3. It is appropriate for Study Group funds to be used to
subsidise, in full or in part, the cost of their Leader’s
attendance at a Biennial Conference & Seminar.

23rd ASGAP 
Biennial 
Conference, Perth 

1/10/05 

That Council consider possible ways to honour Bill Payne’s
contribution to the objects of ASGAP.

23rd ASGAP 
Biennial 
Conference, Perth  

1/10/05

That the Association includes a Horticultural Officer as an 
appointed officer. 

ASGAP 
Conference,
Perth                  

1/10/05

That ASGAP plaques be sold with a 20% profit margin. ASGAP Council 
Meeting, Perth 

2/10/05

That support to Study Group Leaders to attend Biennial
Conference be left to the decision of the Study Group
Coordinator and the Treasurer. 

ASGAP Council 
Meeting, Perth 

2/10/05
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 Report from Public Relations Officer:   Cas Liber 02 9559 2656 (skype)

Due to financial and other considerations, it was decided that these strategies should be in a
separate policy document, rather than incorporated into constitutions, so that they can be
reviewed and amended regularly.

A strategies policy document would be ideal for promotion and educational purposes, particularly
for the Public Relations Officer, Horticultural Officer, and Conservation Officer when speaking to
other organisations and to the media.
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 Report from The Webmaster:   Brian Walters 02 4776 1485

The website sub-committee has been working on the review of the site which involves 3 
components:

1. The main site
2. Australian Plants online (the online magazine)
3. The email newsletter ('Gumnuts')



Item 1 is now complete. A new template for the site was prepared and all content has now been
re-organised to fit this template. As a result the site has a completely 'new' look even though
most content remains unchanged. As the old site design had been in place for almost 10 years,
the new design at
least gives the site a fresh look.

Item 2 is currently being reviewed and I have presented several options to the sub-committee
members. 'Australian Plants online' has not been published since November 2004 and I'm
hopeful that it will be able to be reinstituted shortly, possibly in a revised format.

Item 3 has yet to be addressed.

On other matters:

There has been interest from the Fern Study Group in organising a web site for the Group,
similar to sites already in place for other Study Groups. 

Since the completion of the main site re-design, I have been able to add a few more species into 
the Photo Gallery.
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 Report from The Horticultural Officer:   David Hoc kings 07 5494 3385

It is pleasing to see the Society recognising its horticultural nature, by appointing an Horticultural
Officer and I look forward to offering guidance on matters to do with the horticultural
development of native plants.

It would be useful to determine a job description for the Horticultural officer role to spell out
exactly which matters are to be dealt with and which are better left with regional or branch
offices where more local knowledge is available.

For example, I suggest it would not be appropriate to deal with requests for plant
recommendations for gardens. This needs local knowledge of successful plants and availability
for that area. I believe it would be appropriate to deal with broad horticultural principles of using
soil types (pH, salinity etc), water quality, temperature and humidity effects, disease
susceptibility ; info sought about specific plants ; enquiries about outstanding specimens,
development of horticultural varieties, selection / hybridisation, Plant Breeders Rights,
comparative trials and data collection.

Overall I am wary of the Fed body duplicating positions/services already dealt with at a Regional
level (with more local information available). I have always believed the Federal body's main
purpose is simply to bring about liaison between the Regions - principally by organising the
biennial conferences so people do get together.

I am also hoping to hear reactions to my comments on the proposed "Objectives". Of course we
cannot decide which legislation we support and which we don't - but I hope to make people think
about some of the current legislation that has problems. Unfortunately we have no input into the
framing of legislation or its modification unless submissions are sought by governments. There
are some horrifying stories of people who planted a plot of special native cabinet timbers as a
superannuation equivalent only to find now, it cannot be touched. I understand that if one was
planting now, one could register the planting as a forestry plot and obtain exemption from the
beginning.

I question whether the Federal body needs these objectives – it’s a matter more relevant to state
governments and therefore regions.
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 Report from The Public Officer:   Shirley Pippiton e 02 6259 3139

As appointed by the ASGAP Executive pursuant to Section 57 of the Associations Incorporation 
Act 1991 (ACT) 

Nothing requiring reporting on currently.
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 Report from The Working Party Convenor:   Lorna Mu rray 07 3376 1125

No report submitted.
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 Report from The Conservation Officer:   Mick Forst er 02 9385 8276

Do you have access to email?

Do you want more news and information about plant c onservation?

Would you like more appreciation and pleasure from plant conservation?

Then why not subscribe to ANETHOLEA: Conservation e-Communications of ASGAP.
Previously Anetholea was restricted to members of the Australian Plants Society NSW
however as of 2006 Anetholea has gone national: it is now available to all members of
ASGAP. To date there has been a tremendous response to Anetholea with more and
more members subscribing. Subscription is free - yes FREE!! - and issues are emailed
quarterly. So why not subscribe today by and email me on
conservation@austplants-nsw.org.au

Previous issues contained news about plant conservation, a native and exotic weed
profile, an endangered species profile, the latest on scientific research and much, much
more! So subscribe to Anetholea and start discovering more about plant conservation
today.

The ASGAP Conservation Committee has had a healthy email exchange over the last few
months regarding conservation issues. One topic of interest was the exploration of ideas for a
project that could be “owned” at a national level - rather than supporting an issue/project in any
given state. Relaying of various funding opportunities was also undertaken via email exchange.

From an Officer perspective I have been working on a conservation electronic bulletin/newsletter
to be distributed quarterly to email subscribers. 

Our regeneration, revegetation and weed removal efforts continue, but with a diminishing 
workforce.
Conservation of ecosystems - Our greatest concern at the moment (although they keep coming
from all directions) is a proposed development for Southern Ocean Lodge at Hanson Bay,
Kangaroo Island. The Government advertisement calling for submissions on the Public
Environment Report states ‘The proposed development will include 25 contiguous
accommodation suites and associated facilities, including a main lodge, spa retreat and staff
village. The proposed location is on part of a 102ha section of private land which sits within a
3,485 ha site commonly known as the “Hanson Bay Sanctuary” which has Flinders Chase
National Park to the west and the Kelly Hill Caves Conservation Park and Cape Bouger
Wilderness Protection Area to the east.’

The Public Environmental Report can be viewed at www.planning.sa.gov.au  and submissions 
may be made by 5pm on Wednesday 17th May 2006.

We are afraid this is another case of “Killing the goose that laid the golden egg” as such a
development will have implications for clearing for fire prevention, introduction of weeds, overuse
of a fragile ecosystem and the need for roads, tanks and other infrastructure. As you know,
Kangaroo Island is very special in that it was not invaded by rabbits and foxes and was not
inhabited by aboriginals except possibly in the very distant past and is not adapted to fire. There
are many endemic species and many that are found in WA rather than the closer SA landforms.

The Southport Lagoon Conservation Area has been of long term interest to the Hobart Group, in
particular Kay and Melva. At their urging, a visit was made to the area. The sight of the damage
caused by recreational vehicle users in the reserve was shocking and a damning indictment of
the present management regime. As a result of this visit we prepared a submission to the Draft
Management Plan for Southport Lagoon Conservation Area and lobbied both state and federal
politicians to increase the protection of the entire area. Our approach was to link the Vernon
property to Southport Lagoon Conservation Area. With the sale of the Vernon property to the
Tasmanian Land Conservancy, the area is more secure, but we must still press for increased
protection. Hobart group has donated $1,000 towards the purchase of the property. We were
asked for, and supplied, a letter of support to TLC in their bid to obtain funding for management
of the land. 



Weed posters featuring Australian native plants that are weeds in Tasmania were prepared, one
on invitation of the Weed Society of Tasmania for their 1st Weed Conference held in October,
and the other for general circulation. Many people from all the Tasmanian groups contributed
ideas and expertise to this project.

A submission was also made to the draft Coastal policy.

A project I would like to pursue for 2006 would be the production of a booklet similar to grow
local recently published by the North West group. This free booklet is a guide to local native
plants suitable for gardens in the Cradle Coast region. It would be wonderful if we could gain
funds to produce a similar booklet for the south.

A display on Responsible Gardening will be prepared for the 2006 Flower show. Any help with
the preparation of this, and any of the other projects, would be greatly appreciated.

A big thank you for the Hobart group committee for their incredible support over the last 
year.
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 Report from Study Group Coordinator:   Nita Lester 07 3391 4287

Study Group Listing

ACACIA

Thais Eisen  
June
86 Taunton Street
ANNERLEY. Q. 4103
4thais@optushome.com.au
$8.00 / $12.00 / $5.00 June 

EREMOPHILA

Colin Jennings
4 Kinnaird Crescent
HIGHBURY. S.A. 5089.
colmyr@senet.com.au
$5.00 June

AUSTRALIAN DAISY

Joy Greig 
P.O. Box 258
MALLACOOTA. Vic. 3892
nealrg@yahoo.com
$10.00 / $20.00 June 

EUCALYPTUS

Margaret Moir
“Olive Hill Farm” RMB 261A
MARGARET RIVER. W.A. 6285
olivehill@wn.com.au
$10.00 June

AUSTRALIAN FOOD PLANTS

Lenore Lindsay  
323 Philp Avenue
FRENCHVILLE. Qld. 4701.
lenorelindsay@hotmail.com  
$5.00 June 

FERN

Peter Bostock
PO Box 402, Kenmore, Qld 4069. 
pbostock@ozemail.com.au  

AUSTRALIAN PLANTS AS BONSAI

Roger Hnatiuk 
P.O. Box 450
Jamieson Post Office
MACQUARIE. ACT. 2614 
hnatiuk1@cyberone.com.au
$8.00 / $15.00 June 

GARDEN DESIGN

Jo Hambrett
7 Davey Road
DURAL. NSW. 2158.
���������	
����
��	������
���
$10.00 / $20.00 June 

AUSTRALIAN PLANTS FOR CONTAINERS

Gill Muller
7 Railway Terrace
BLACKWOOD. S.A. 5051
gmuller@senet.com.au  
$8.00 / $10.00 June 

GREVILLEA

Peter Olde
138 Fowler Road
ILLAWONG. NSW. 2234.
petero@australians.com
$5.00 / $10.00 January

AUSTRALIAN WATER PLANTS

New Leader wanted
$5.00 / $10.00 June 

HAKEA

Len Coe
P.O. Box 449 
KINGAROY . Q. 4610
$5.00 / $10.00 June



BANKSIA

Cas Liber
P.O. Box 83
ST. PAUL’S. NSW. 2031
Casliber@ozemail.com.au
$10.00 / $20.00 / $7.00 June 

HIBISCUS & RELATED GENERA

Geoff Harvey
P.O. Box 46
BUDERIM. Q. 4556.
bannharvey@powerup.com.au
$10.00 / $20.00 / $5.00 June

BORONIA & ALLIED GENERA  

 New leader wanted  

INDIGENOUS ORCHIDS

Don & Pauline Lawie
P.O. Box 230
BABINDA. Q. 4861.
$5.00 / $12.00 June 

BRACHYCHITON & ALLIED GENERA

Kerry Rathie
5 Salston Road
GREENBANK. Qld. 4124
krathie@powerup.com.au
$5.00 / $10.00 June 

ISOPOGON & PETROPHILE

David Lightfoot
36 Arundel Crescent 
SURREY HILLS. Vic. 3127.
isopogons@iprimus.com.au
$5.00 / $10.00 / $5.00(2yr) June

CALYTRIX

  In Recess
New Leader wanted
$5.00 June 

MELALEUCA & ALLIED GENERA

Colin Cornford
16 Eldorado Street
BRACKEN RIDGE. Q. 4017.
colincornford@bigpond.com
$5.00 / $12.00 June

CORREA

Maria Hitchcock
"Fangorn" Old Inverell Road
ARMIDALE. NSW. 2350.
maria@nsw.chariot.net.au
$10.00 June 

NATIVE SUCCULENTS

David Hall
33 Sayre Crescent
BOYNE ISLAND. Q. 4680
chal0365@bigpond.net.au
$5.00 / $10.00 / $5.00 June

DRYANDRA

Margaret Pieroni
22 Ravenhill Heights
DENMARK. W.A. 6333.
mpieroni@bigpond.com  
$8.00 / $10. 00 June 

PALM & CYCAD

Kerry Rathie
5 Salston Road
GREENBANK. Qld. 4124.
krathie@powerup.com.au  
$5.00 / $12.00 June

EPACRIS

Gwen Elliott
P.O. Box 655
HEATHMONT. Vic. 3135
rgelliot@netspace.net.au  
$5.00 / $10.00 June 

PROSTANTHERA & WESTRINGIA

Robert Miller
13 Park Road
BULLI. NSW. 2516.
janrob@fishinternet.com.au
$10.00 June

PTILOTUS

  In Recess
New Leader wanted

VERTICORDIA

Maxwell Hewett
11 Harvey Place
CHERRYBROOK. NSW. 2126.
$5.00 / $20.00 June

RAINFOREST

Kris Kupsch
28 Plumtree Pocket
BURRINGBAR. NSW. 2483
tropicalbotanics@hotmail.com
$5.00 / $10.00 June 

WALLUM & COASTAL HEATHLAND

Barbara Henderson
270 Farrow Road
SAMSONVALE. Q. 4520.
$5.00 June

New Listing

Jo Walker
159 Poppet Road
WAMBOIN. NSW. 2620.
$4.00 June

WILDLIFE & NATIVE PLANTS

Christine Jones
P.O. Box 131
STRATHALBYN. S.A. 5255. 
Email: jonesc@lm.net.au
$5.00 / $10.00 June 



New Listing

Food Plants, Australian  
Lenore Lindsay, 
323 Philp Avenue
Frenchville, Qld. 4701, 
lenorelindsay@hotmail.com  
($5.00) 

New Listing

Rainforest 
Kris Kupsch, 
28 Plumtree Pocket,
Burringbar, NSW 2483
tropicalbotanics@hotmail.com

New Listing

Succulents, Native  
David Hall, 
33 Sayre Crescent
Boyne Island, Qld 4680,
chal0365@bigpond.net.au
($5.00/$10.00 overseas/$5.00 e-mail)
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 Report from The Editor:   Sue Dempster 08 9275 3404

Once again, apologies for the delay in the ASGAP newsletter. 

Please be reassured that as the new editor of the ASGAP newsletter, I have been busy behind
the scenes, coming up to speed with the editors guidelines and must do's and must not's and
making some tiny changes to the format of with the purpose of increasing efficiency (for the
editor) and ease of reading for members.
Historically receiving article/information for newsletters is a time consuming process due to
waiting and relying on others for information. So what I would like to propose and implement as
Editor, would be to telephone contributors & others to conduct short interviews instead of
requiring contributors always send submissions. This will reduce everyone's time constraints; I
think this will be a more effective way of pulling relevant national items of interest together.

The following questions will give you an idea of want to expect

1. What are the 3 key topics that have come to the fore in your state or ASGAP committee 
position?
2. What is the most important topic that needs attention in your ASGAP committee position or by 
ASGAP?
3. Give 3 key points regarding this topic?
4. Do you have a state/regional/national event that you would like to have promoted in the next 
newsletter?

I would like to suggest the interview process to begin for the following edition. This way you will
have seen the new format and have time to think about the above questions. If you have any
more ideas or suggestions for changes to the ASGAP Newsletter before we publish, please let
me know.

Distribution of ASGAP Newsletters
If you receive a hard copy of this newsletter but would like to receive the newsletter by 

email 
(and don’t already), please let me know & I’ll add you to the list. Please email me on:

Asgapeditor@ everlastingconcepts.com.au

We hope to publish this newsletter on the ASGAP site shortly also.
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 Around the Regions

 New South Wales Region:   Merle Thompson 02 4758 6637

A successful Regional Get Together was held last October at which members were able to learn
about the growing of waratahs for the cut-flower trade at the property of Gordon and Carol
Meiklejohn at The Oaks, south-west of Sydney. They enjoyed viewing three gardens - the
Meiklejohns, Peter and Margaret Olde’s and that of and Malle and David Eden with its eucalypt



plantation and and pond with Silver Perch. Some people also explored natural bushland in the
area.

Two quarterly Region meetings have been held with interesting and informative speakers. These
were Kris Kupsch, leader of the Rainforest Study Group and Dr Roger Good who spoke of
climate change with a focus on the flora and fauna of the area in which he has worked for many
years, Kosiusko National Park.

NSW records the death of Bill Payne, life member of the Society, recipient of the Australian
Plants Award and for 40 years editor of Australian Plants. Region is considering the most
appropriate way to honour Bill’s memory. His local Group, East Hills, is to erect a plaque in the
Sylvan Grove Native Garden which is near to Bill’s home in Picnic Point. Funding will be shared
between the Group and Region.

Two committees are active in planning the 2007 conference. A Newcastle – based group is
planning the conference and seminar and a second committee is planning the tours with
members from areas to be visited.
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 South Australia Region:    Margaret Lee 08 8296 1849

A new group has recently been formed at Port Augusta. 

It is working closely with, and has members in common with the Friends of the Arid Lands
Botanic Garden and a number of other environmental groups in the area. (Can provide more
details if you need them)
The SA Regional Country Conference will be held at the Enfield Community Centre, 540
Regency Road, Enfield, SA from 11th to 13th August 2006. There will be speakers on Saturday
and bus tours on Sunday to local gardens.

Interstate members would be very welcome. Tel. Allen or Pam Russell, 08 8262 2599 or email 
here.

We have had a very busy six months. We have been without a President for a year, but at the
recent AGM Brenton Tucker was elected President, Margaret Lee Secretary, and Bruce Skinner
Treasurer. Mick Freeborn stood down as Secretary after a long and dedicated term and we will
miss his provocative presence.

The new Port Augusta group is full of life and vitality and has a full year planned. This group will
be working closely with the Arid Lands Botanic Garden and other environmental groups and
educational institutions in Port Augusta.

Our regional “Country conference” will be held on 12th and 13th August this year at Enfield
Community Centre and Russell and Pam Allen are working hard to prepare for this.

Ivan Holliday’s Hakea book has been published and some members may have seen it in Perth.

Neville Bonney received the Ivan Holliday Medallion for 2005 for his publications and his work
with Australian flora for a number of groups, particularly Greening Australia.

The autumn plant sale this year will be on 29th and 30th April and we have arranged to have a
Wollemi pine display. Over 33,000 plants have been booked in for sale. Last year we purchased
a printer which can take the information from our data base about plant size, horticultural
requirements, flower colour, etc. and print it on the label, together with the grower’s number.

This should be a great help to customers when they get home and wonder which of the 20 tubes
they bought will grow to 20’ and which are groundcovers. Russell Dahms has been working long
hours to print sheets of labels in time for the sale. Howard Harvey has reorganised our data
base and it is hoped this will make it much easier to do many of the tasks. We hope to prepare a
CD next year with photos and descriptions of all the plants we have at sales. The current "APS
query" disc has no photographs.

We currently have a subcommittee working on a strategic plan which we hope will guide our 
endeavours for the next few years.
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 Victoria Region:   Paul Kennedy 03 5874 5239

The bushfires in the Grampians at the end of December, 2005 burnt out 60% of the National
Park, and when it entered onto private land three of our members lost their homes & gardens. A
number of others had lucky escapes with considerable damage being done to their gardens.
APS Vic. Is endeavouring to help these members in rebuilding their gardens and restoring some
normality to their lives.

Due to Australian plants being three editions behind, the APS Vic committee is considering not
including subscriptions to Australian Plants in the 2006/7 membership fees.

The Dryandra book is nearly ready to go to the printer. John Walter is now working on the final
chapters of the history of SGAP for the 50th anniversary. He has suggested the title should read,
“The Story of Arthur Swaby and The Society for Growing Australian Plans.

The Commonwealth Games bouquets did not come up to our expectations unfortunately. I
eventually found out that Interflora had the contract and wrote to them, but received no
acknowledgement. I hope the 18000 Billy Buttons were grown commercially and not picked off
roadsides.
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 Tasmania Region:   Margaret Killen 03 6327 1047

The Regional AGM, held on the 25 March this year, saw little change
in membership of Council. Position are as follows: President – Mark
Geeves; Secretary – Jean Taylor; Treasurer – David Boyer;
Membership Officer – Noel Kerrison; Public Officer – Noel Kerrison
Council members; Glad Dodson, Gill Fitzgerald, Dick Burns, Riitta
Boevink, Jill Clark, Lynne Mockridge, Pat Kerrison and Joe Carter.

The position of Public Officer was made a Council position in 2005.

All Groups continue to be very active by having; interesting speakers
at their monthly meetings, going on bush walks, excursions to
members gardens, bushland regeneration, propagation of collected
material, flower shows, publications and attendance at a fair.

A very successful and interesting annual State-get-together was held at Liawenee in the Central
Highlands in November, this event is rotated around the Groups and was hosted this time by
Hobart.

TRIBUTE TO Dr WINIFRED CURTIS

Members were saddened to of the death of Honorary Life member, Dr Winifred Curtis on the
14th October last year. Dr Curtis celebrated her 100th birthday on the 15th June 2005, one of
the many and impressive milestones of her life. Dr Curtis was well known to Society members
and internationally for her work in the area of the botany of Australia, much of it specifically
related to that of Tasmania. Her Student’s Flora of Tasmania has become an essential reference
for amateur and professional botanists.

Conservation issues in the Recherche Bay/Southport lagoon area have been a major focus.

We are pleased to announce that an annual Grant for students/volunteers has been established
to promote the Objectives of APSTInc. within Tasmania. A lump sum of Capital has been
invested and it is intended to use only the interest generated to fund the Grant. The first issue of
the grant will be offered in 2006.
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 ACT Region:   Gwyn Clarke 02 6251 1043

No report submitted.
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 Queensland Region:   Merv Hodge 07 5546 3322

Summary of recent regional meetings:

October 05 Plant Identification and Problem Solving Meeting

November 05 “Mangroves To Mountains” Vol. II - A talk and slide presentation by one of
the authors, Glenn Leiper. The book was produced by the Logan River
Branch of the Society.

December 06 A social night – Breakup and Plant Swap night, and presentation to this
year’s winner of the SGAP, Qld. University of Technology (QUT)
Landscape Award to student Rebecca Doblo.

January 06 The Society in recess.

February 06 Lorna Murray gave an illustrated presentation on the Federal Conference
excursions. Lorna put together a Powerpoint presentation of digital
photographs that she and other members had taken.

March                   Dr. Kerry Rathie, Leader of the Brachychiton & Allied Genera Study Group, 
gave an illustrated talk on Brachychitons.

TRIBUTE TO ERIC VICKERMAN

We regret to record that much-revered member, Eric Vickerman passed away last November.
He was an Honorary Life Member, Foundation Member and dedicated worker for the
Queensland Region of the Society. He was the recipient of an Australia Day Award in 2000 and
an OAM in the Queensland Birthday Honours in 2004 for his efforts in bush regeneration.

BOOK LAUNCH – ‘MANGROVES TO MOUNTAINS’ VOL. II
The book launch for ‘Mangroves to Mountains’ Vol. II, A Field Guide to Plants in S.E. Qld., was
held at the Auditorium of the Mt. Coot-tha Botanic Gardens on 30 Nov. and was attended by
approx. 200 people.

The book includes a colour photograph of all the 1200 species mentioned in the book. Vol. I
contained information on approx. 1000 species. Therefore the two volumes cover nearly all the
3000 species of vascular plants in the area except for ferns and grasses. This great effort is the
culmination of many years’ work. The authors are all from a small branch of the Qld. Region, -
the Logan River Branch. SGAP Qld. Region gave interest-free loans to the branch to help
finance the project. These loans, including a loan for a reprint of Vol I, have already been paid
back.

EXCURSIONS
Excursions in the SE Qld area are organised by local branches and Study Groups.

STUDY GROUPS
Fern, Grevillea and Wallum and Coastal Heathland Study Groups hold regular meetings at
weekends. The Small Plants Interest Group (not a Study Group) has excursions/meetings
following the Grevillea Study Group meeting.

BULLETIN
Two issues of the Qld. Region “Bulletin” have been issued (December and March), each having
52 pages and being loaded with interesting subjects.

MEMBERSHIP
At the end of this financial year Membership is roughly the same as at the end of the previous 
year.

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP
Geoff Goadby was awarded Hon. Life Membership for his long and devoted service to SGAP
Qld. Region Inc. and I might add that this award was long overdue.

PLANT SALES AND FLOWER SHOW
A successful plant sale was held on Saturday, 29th October. This was in addition to our annual
Flower Show and Plant Sale, which we called our “Wildflower Spectacular”, held on 3rd and 4th
September.
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 Western Australia:   Mike Wakefield 08 9243 5538



M Wakefield noted with sorrow the death of Eileen Croxford, 2005 winner of the Australian 
Plants Award (Amateur).

TRIBUTE TO EILEEN CROXFORD

Eileen passed away on the 27th January (aged 93) who was an inspiration to all who can into
contact with her. Eileen’s legacy will be left in the 8000+ flora species collected and preserved in
the WA Herbarium. Her love of the WA flora has been passed on to her daughter Hazel and
granddaughter Sue Dempster. She will be sadly missed.
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 ASGAP Executive, Officers and Delegates.

Please download here the PDF of:
 

ASGAP Executive, Officers & Delegates
Office Bearer appointed by Council and
Regional Delegates to ASGAP Council
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