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��������%�7�������  Banksia elegans occurs in W.A. near the west coast between 
Walkaway and Mt Peron in deep yellow acid sand (pH ~5) in low woodland and in 
tall shrubland, often near winter wet depressions or lakes.  
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 Alanna Chant of CALM in Geraldton 
reports that the Banksia elegans Fraser 
Road form (AC Burns 27) is no longer 
considered a current name.  It is therefore 
likely that the difference has been 
considered not significant. However file 
notes refer to this as "the northern large 
flowering form" so it must have been 
considered a different form at one stage. 
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Mast reports that sinking Dryandra into Banksia represents a far less disruptive 
generic realignment. Publication of the name Banksia (Linneaus 1781) predates 
Dryandra (Brown 1810). No new generic names would be created, and workers 
would need to learn only 18 new specific epithets. Three of the four synapomorphies 
(shared characteristics) for the expanded Banksia could be diagnostic in the field (all 
but wood vasculature). Banksia would become the seventh largest genus of vascular 
plants in Australia, behind Acacia, Eucalyptus, Grevillea, Melaleuca, Eremophila and 
Leucopogon.  

Mast concludes: 

“It would also probably confer greater research attention to the species of Dryandra. 
They make the well-studied adaptive radiation of Banksia even more striking, and 
their inclusion in any comparative study with 'exhaustive' taxonomic sampling of 
Banksia would become certain. Sinking Dryandra would remove a genus from the list 
of those 92 flowering plant genera endemic to the south-western corner of Australia 
because Banksia, as currently circumscribed, is more widely distributed. Of course, it 
does not change the species richness or number of endemic species in the south-west 
Australian flora, nor does it change the resolution of that region as the cradle of the 
subtribe Banksiinae.” 
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- The Banksia Atlas lists a single collection of Banksia marginata from 
Queensland, the Springbrook Mountains SSW of Southport, which is not 
recorded in their Herbarium records. Is the species still extant there (if the 
original record was correct)? 
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