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Commonly known as Wattle, the great Aussie gold rush
By Andrew Christie & Jan Briggs

Wattles are a great native to bonsai. There
are a number of suitable species and new
hybrids are soon to be released.

First and foremost, the most important factor about
wattles is WATER. If you let them dry out you will
have BIG problems. If you let them stay too wet
you better prepare yourself to throw them out. The
water factor has to be carefully balanced to ensure
healthy trees.

When you start with a wattle you are only going to
get small plants but they do grow fairly quickly
and within two to three years of growing in an
oversize pot, you will get a trunk the size of your
finger. In 4-5 years you will get a thicker trunk.

You don't get a lot of taper in wattles. The infatm
upright or weeping styles are the best for thisfpla
You can get a great weeping style tree with a
wattle and you can expect flowers within two
years.

Although wattles grow in more arid areas in their

natural habitats, in a pot situation they like

moisture.

(continued p 2)

Acacia howittij sticky wattle. Demonstration tree at AABC
2004 Seminar in Canberra. (Commissioned hand-ipeidand
stand, especially for this tree.)
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The Cootamundra wattle in its prostrate
form will put out a lovely show of flowers.
After flowering cut back to an upward
growing bud to develop the weeping habit.
When pruning other trees for bonsai it is
common practice to cut back to a lower
growing bud but not if you are working on a
weeping style. The bud needs to grow
upwards so it can arch down.

his Corymbia ficifolia‘'Summer Beauty'.
Although it is young, he gets real pleasure
from the splendid display of summer flowers
in rich pink. He has equal success with
ficifolia ‘orange’.

Bob notes that he is trying the technique of
wrapping the stem with a hose clamp, at the

There is no weeping style in the Asian bonsai but a

weeping style is being developed with this native
tree.

Wattles are relatively easy to grow as long as you

properly tend to their water needs. They are stibjec

to borer attack, which is probably what kills ailot
their natural habitats. In a pot and subject to
bonsai-care, they will last a lot longer. But also
watch for Golden Lace Bug and scale infestation,
particularly in a wattle that is not 100% healtHy.
they get air, light and breeze with the right amoun
of water you should experience few problems.

Fertilise with Native Osmocote or Charlie Carp.

Root pruning - don't be savage although your
initial root prune can remove 50-70% of their
fibrous roots - but no more. Maintenance root
pruning would see about 30-40% removed. With
wattles you get a better result by over potting.
The roots grow fairly quickly and as roots fill the
pot, water becomes more critical. You will also
notice they respond well to rainy conditions, new
growth will start showing.

Wattles set well with shaping and with a bit of age
and thickening the shape will hold.

Wattles are a species worth trying. Within 3 - gear .

you can get a good result from a small tree.
[Re-published with permission of the Editor,
Sydney City Bonsai Society newsletter, March
2004, and author JB.]

[Editor's note. There are 53 different

Acacias listed in the APAB database as
having been grown as bonsai. Eighteen of
these have been added since June last year.]

- Bob C., NSW, has written a most
interesting letter with some of his
experiences in growing Aussie plants as
bonsai. He tells of his successes and
failures, finding it easier to transplant and
root prune younger plants compared with
older ones. He has sent in some lovely
photos of his plants. I've included one of
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One of Bob C’s flowering
eucalypts: ‘Summer Beauty'.

point where the graft was made because of the
differing growth rates of the two parts. This is
in an attempt to reduce the bulge of tissue at
the junction. John Naka recommends a similar
technique when producing a broom style with
Zelkova We look forward to hearing Bob's
success.

Lee W., NSW, writes ..."I'm working up
sheets. No — not sending anything yet until
| get positive! Done 3.” Great work LW!
I'm happy to receive sheets one species at
atime.]

Betty. C., NSW, writes: ‘...During the
drought in this area for the past 2 years |
have had to use bore water which has a lot
of iron. This has discoloured the leaves a
little bit, not too badly on these two.” And
for Banksiaintegrifolia ‘...Repotted every

3 years and fed mainly with Phostrogen.
Pruning does restrict the flowering as to
keep a compact tree it is necessary to cut
back growth but | am trying to get the
shorter branching to flower. Time will

tell.’

Stewart Mc., SA, wrote a letter and joined
the Study Group. His letter included a list
of 23 species he is growing, which
included 6 new to the database. Thanks
Stewart. Looking forward to receiving
your notes on time of pruning.

[More letters on page 11]
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Southern Beech:
Nothofagus cunninghamii

By Roger Hnatiuk

Nothofagus cunninghamilso known as
southern beech or myrtle beech, is an iconic
species of south-eastern Australia. It occurs
naturally in cool temperate rainforests of
Tasmania and southern and eastern Victoria.
The wood can be rich pink, is easily worked
and thus is much valued for furniture and
craftwork.

Nothofagus cunninghanijrows to a
fairly large tree, reaching heights of 50m
and diameters of 2.5m. lIts rugged trunk
base and low branches, covered thickly in
mosses, features commonly in forest
photographs of cool temperate rainforest.

Currently, southern beech is ranked in the
fifth highest category of most frequently
grown native species bonsai. Despite this,
there has been no information on how to
grow it. To help rectify this situation, I've
compiled what | know and present it here so
that others can compare it to their
experience (see  Table 1). Hopefully,
those with experience will let me know if
they agree, or if they have different
experiences.

Recently | had the opportunity to visit the
Otway Ranges to the west of Melbourne and
just north of Apollo Bay. These low ranges
collect enough moisture from storms coming
off the Southern Ocean to support temperate
rainforest. They provide the western most
occurrence of southern beech. Some of the
trees here are immense, with diameters of 1-
2m. The trunks and branches are heavily
laden with mosses and ferns.

What surprised me was that southern
beech uses a method of reproduction that |
knew from cool temperate rainforests on the
west coast of Canada. Seedlings establish
on the sides of trunks of fallen forest giants.
The roots of the seedlings grow out, over
and down the sides of the fallen trunk and
into the ground. Eventually the fallen trunk
rots away, leaving the former seedling that is
now a full-grown tree, standing on a set of
substantial prop roots. In some trees, these
props are so close together that they appear
to be an extension of the trunk. In other
cases, the roots remain separate with plenty
of free airspace between them. In either
case, the trees have the form of classic
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Nothofagus cunninghamiDtway Ranges; three
trees, ‘joined’ at the roots. An example of
exposed root style — the ‘base’ is still more than
1.5 m above ground.

here in Australia. It's not often seen in displays
Leaf size is variable between individuals with
some having leaves reaching 25mm across, while

(Continued p 4)
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others scarcely reach 3 mm across. Thereis  on how that species responds as bonsai, and what
no obvious relationship of leaf size to its horticultural requirements are, and could let
geographic location of parent plants, or to the Group know.

environmental conditions in general.
However, intense pruning of potted plants

will result in smaller leaves on an individual
plant than happens if not so heavily pruned.

Unexplained and relatively rapid deaths
have been reported. Leaves on otherwise
apparently healthy individuals will die,
turning a dull brown, but will not fall off the
tree in the normal way. Death appears to
proceed from top to bottom of the crown.

The cause is unknown, but the symptoms are
similar to those accompanying fungal root
diseases that kill the root tips. It could be
Phytophthorawhich is widespread, but in

my experience, it only affected the southern
beeches | had, and they hadn’t been repotted
for several years so it wasn't a case of
introducing new sail, | don’t know exactly
what went wrong.

The new growth on southern beech is an
attractive coppery colour that fades to pale
green, which becomes dark green as the leaf
matures. In some individuals in autumn,
some of the old leaves will progressively
turn yellow then red, giving a pleasant
display of colour. It doesn’t happen to all
trees, or to all leaves on a tree. Of trees that
it happens on, it doesn’t happen to the same
extent necessarily in each year. What causes
it to respond this way, | don’t know. There
may be some relationship with nutrients. On
a tree that coloured well, it coloured less
extensively and less well in the autumn after
the first summer that | used a regular

fertilising regime, compared with the hit and Nothofagus cunninghan, Otway Ranges; edited image
mostly miss system of previous years. showing trunk and primary branches, but crown neit w
However, this corresponded with a year of shown. It's very hard to photograph in dark, cold
severe drought and changed watering regime rainforest!

also, so it’s hard to say much about the

variability of leaf colouring!

These are my experiences from growing [Note: if you receive or have access to the latest
Nothofagus cunninghamii Canberra. | issue ofAustralian GeographicNo. 75, Jul-Sep
would expect some differences in the timing 2004, the article on the Tarkine has some

of pruning and repotting, in the vigour of excellent images dflothofagus cunninghaniii

growth and other horticultural factors from
people who are growing the species in areas
as different as Hobart, Melbourne or
Sydney. |wonder how far north people
have tried growing the species. There is (Continued p 5)
another species &fothofaguggrowing in

cool temperate rainforest patches on high
mountains of northern NSW. Perhaps
members have had experience whth

moorej or know of friends who have had.
Maybe you could gather basic information
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Table 1Preliminary horticultural and styling notes for southern beech Nothofagus cunninghami).

Thrives in full sun through to moderate shade.

Prefers damp soil, but not waterlogged. Can vatigtnormal pot drying out, bt
watch out for ‘drought’ conditions in the pot -€#n be lethal.

Light fertilising every two weeks throughout thermamonths, once growth
commences.

A well draining, neutral to slightly acidic, organiich soil.

Southern beech is not a vigorously rooting trees ihcan be repotted
infrequently, say every 2-5 years. Removal of ot cm of soil and roots is
satisfactory, but can set the tree back in its gnpgo do just before growth starl s
in spring and go easy.

The trunk and branches readily set when bent @dwirtaking only a few weeks
during the growing season. The smooth bark idyeamirked by improper care |1
wiring. Watch out for rapid branch swelling ontaes. Irregularly shaped and
gnarled branches are typical of the species. Amight style can be used, thou; h
I have no experience or knowledge of use as caschdedownward trending
branches seem to survive OK. In nature, tree drasvtipright in forest

situations, but can develop curved or slantingksun some situations. Crowns
are typically narrow for the height of the treexpBsed roots are not uncommor
in some situations.

Cuttings seem to be the most common means of patipag

Does not seem to be particularly prone to pestslebafteating caterpillars can b
a nuisance, so keep a lookout during growing season

Reporting Horticultural Information

In APAB-N No. 3 page 14, | presented a ‘Draft
Guidesheet’ for reporting horticultural
information about Australian species being
used as bonsai. | asked for comments on the
form and content so that this could help report
this kind of information, which is central to the
goals of the Study Group. After receiving zero
comments, | don’'t know whether to assume it
was a complete failure, or simply that a
complete dose of something stopped anyone
providing comments.

I've not given up yet! | don't believe it was a
complete failure, but I'd like some feedback on
form and content. | produced the above table
for southern beech in a slightly different form
to the banksia. It's simpler than the original
‘Draft’ for Banksia Integrifolia
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I'd still like your comments. It takes quite a

bit of work to synthesise diverse sources into
one report, so doing it ‘right’ first time is
important. It would be useful to settle on an
agreed form so that new information can be
readily included without the need to do major
re-writes later on. I'd like to know if the

layout of the table form is easy to read? Are
the headings OK? Do they cover all the issues
you think should be there? Is there some other
form that would suit you better? What if any
accompanying text should be included? What
kinds of pictures should be standard (plant in
nature? Plant in pot?)? Why not send your
comments with your membership renewal and
save on a stamp? Or send them by email
(details on next page)
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Membership 2" National Exhibition of
Australian Plants as

Renewals Bonsai

It is time for memberships to be renewed. It's on again! 19-21 November
Memberships run from 1 July to 30 June. The 2005. at the Australian National

cost for year 2004-2005 is $8.00 for members . f
in Australia, and $15.00 for overseas Botanic Gardens1 Canberra. | Yol

addresses. live close and want to exhibit, let
Payments can be made by cheque, payable me know before the end of July. |

to ‘Australian Plants as Bonsai’, and posted to o .
PO Box 450, Jamison Post Office, Macquarie not, send me a quality image, eith

ACT 2614. Alternatively, you can use direct on paper (A4) or digitally (keep
tfanscfggrgmé{?lg bankai . email files under 1Mb). Basic
redit Union Co-operative, . L. o
BSB number 801003, Account number information is the scientific name,
332798. [but be sure the bank includes common name, age or years-in-
your name in the transfer so | know who training (say which) and 100 word
paid.]

Your address label shows the date you are about t,he plant for the ca.talogue.
currently paid to. If it shows June 2004, then Owner’s names are only included

your subscription is now due. on labels if specifically instructed t
For those requiring an ‘invoice’, please J| do so. Also let me know if you wil
make a copy of the following: allow pictures of your plant to be

INVOICE: SUBSCRIPTION TO taken for the use of the Study Gro

AUSTRALIAN PLANTS AS BONSAI
STUDY GROUPJuly 1 2004 to 30
June 2005: $8.00 for Australian
address, or $15.00 for overseas
address. Make payments to the above
address.

and other non-profit purposes to
educate about the growing of nati\
plants as bonsai. Ro!

The Australian Plants as Bonsai Study Group wasddrin mid 2001. Its aims are:
to determine which species of native Australiam{dare grown as bonsai;
to determine the horticultural characteristics sagliirements of each species;
to determine the artistic and aesthetic qualitiespecies; and
to publish information to help people grow and grjaistralian plants as bonsai.

To become a member, please send:

a cheque or postal money order, for $8 ($15 overaddresses), to:

‘Australian Plants as Bonsai’, PO Box 450, JamiBost Office, Macquarie ACT 2614.

OR

Direct credit transfers can be made to CPS CreuitituBSB 801003 acct no. 332798 S-70.

Indicate to which ASGAP group you are a memlier o

If you aren’t a member, you can join as a newslaitdscriber with all benefits except insurancgratp
outings. The cheapest insurance is to join youal I8SGAP society.

The current Study Group Leader is Roger Hnatiuknt@&ct him at the above postal address or via em
hnatiukl @cyberone.com.au.

All material in this Newsletter is copyright, butagnbe freely reproduced for non-commercial purpese
long as an acknowledgement is made to the Newskeitbthe author. For further information contact
the Editor at one of the above addresses.

i
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Principles of Pruning
By Audrey Gerber

[The following article was copied from
the ‘Verticordia Study Group
Newsletter No. 40 Aug 2003, and is
published with permission of the
author, Dept of Primary Industry,
Myrtleford, Victoria. It was written
with a commercial native plant grower
in mind, but there are many principles
that also apply to growing Australian
plants as bonsai.]

Many Australian Natives and
Proteaceae grow into large, straggly,
extremely woody plants if left
unattended. Thigrowth habit is

suitable in some landscaping situations
where the plant is used as a screen on
roadsides and central highway strips.
However, in a commercial plantation
where we require plants to be
productive and compact we need to
develop strategies to manage plant
growth.

Why do we prune?

To control growth and develop a
suitable shape.

Managing the shape of the plant
ensures that each plant has sufficient
space to growand enables easy access
of machinery and personnel between
rows. A good pruning programme also
restricts plant height, thus making
picking easier.

To encourage flower production

In plants grown for commercial flower
production, flowers are most
commonly produced on current
season's growth. Annual pruning
stimulates production of new,
flower-bearing growth. Exceptions are
some Proteas, Banksias and Waratahs
where the flower-bearing stem grows
for 2 seasons before flowering. Pruning
strategies for these must be adjusted to
avoid removing seemingly

APAB-N no. 6
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unproductive stems, which would
produce flowers in the following year.
To promote plant health.
An open canopy allows free air
movement and light penetration which
discourages pests and diseases. If
chemical sprays must be applied they
are more evenly distributed throughout
an open canopy. New growth from the
centre of the plant following picking or
pruning is stimulated by free
movement of light and air, and
vigorous, healthy growth is
encouraged.
To remove diseased or damaged
branches.
Shoots that have been broken by
machinery or damaged by wind, frost
or hail are removed to encourage new
growth to replace the damaged
portions. Branches with pest or disease
damage are also removed to reduce the
risk of infection spreading.
To rejuvenate old, unproductive
plants.
Plants vary in their response to severe
pruning, which can be used to
stimulate new productive growth. The
best response comes from those plants
with a thickened stem base, known as a
lignotuber. Old, woody stems of these
plants can be cut off at the base,
resulting in young vigorous regrowth
from the lignotuber.
How do plants grow?
Shoot-growth starts from growth buds,
which are essentially compact,
miniature stems. These buds can
occur:
> On the tip of the shoot (terminal
buds) and their growth results in
elongation of an existing stem.
> On the sides of the shoot
generally in the fork where the
leaf meets the stem (lateral buds,
or axillary buds). Growth from
lateral buds produces new shoots
at an angle to the stem.
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> On other parts of the plant
(adventitious buds), generally
mature stems and roots, often as a
response to injury, such as occurs
in pruning. Not all plants are
capable of producing adventitious
buds.
What techniques do we use?
Three techniques are used in
structuring and controlling plant
growth.
Pinching.
The soft growing tip is pinched out
between thumb and forefinger. This
stops the shoot from growing longer
and encourages side shoots to grow
from the lateral buds of the uppermost
mature leaves. Pinching is used widely
to encourage branching of young
plants for increased complexity.
Heading cut (heading, heading back,
cutting back.)
Pruning to shorten branches is done
after the heading cut. The top portion
of the shoot is removed, and side
shoots grow from the lateral buds on
the shoot portion remaining, thus
increasing plant complexity. In
commercial flower production the
picking-cut is a heading cut, and the
side shoots form the next season's
flowering stems A heading cut which
removes less than a third of the shoot
generally results in many short side
shoots. A heading cut which removes
more than 2/3 of the stem generally
results in production of few, very
vigorous side shoots.
Thinning out (thinning, thinning
out).
The thinning cut removes the entire
stem at its point of origin. Thinning is
done to reduce canopy and does not
result in a growth response. Thinning
is done to remove old, unproductive
stems and reduce competition within
the plant. Light and air penetration
within the plant are improved
following thinning.

APAB-N no. 6
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When do we prune?

As mentioned before, the picking cut is
a pruning cut, and is, therefore, applied
at the time of flowering. Regrowth
following picking forms the next
season's harvest. If necessary a
clean-up prune is applied after
harvesting is finished. The shape of the
plant is assessed and altered if deemed
necessary. Branches blocking light and
air movement through the plant, or
trailingon the ground are removed with
thinning cuts. The number of bearers is
assessed and adjusted to balance
vegetative and reproductive growth.

If pruning is done to correct or
rejuvenate plant growth, it is best done
in late winter. Pruningefore spring
growth starts takes advantage of the
naturally vigorous growth at this time
of year. Pruning in mid-late summer
can retard plant growth.
What is the ideal shape for
commercial production?

Complex for maximum

productivity.

Clear base for weed control.

Picking at waist height.

Open canopy for light and air.
With the vast range of products grown
in the wildflower industry in Australia
it is impossible to design a single
pruning- strategy, which will apply to
all plants. Developing pruning
strategies requires a simple knowledge
of the plant's growth, based on
observations. You must have clear in
your mind what you are trying to
achieve by pruning, and some
knowledge of what the plant is capable
of. The flow chart (Figure 1) leads
through the questions and options, and
gives broad indications of what action
to take.
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Figure 1: Pruning plants.
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I'd like to acknowledge the following people
for their contributions since the last newsletter:
Once again, an especial thanks to Betty
Crawford for her strong support of the Study
Group. Betty's financial support, plus
contributions of information about bonsai, are
an encouragement to us all. Thanks Betty.

G.
B.

Py

0TI O

4

P.
R.

o</ mown

Member Name

Adams
Crawford

. Cliff

. Delgrosso

. Edwards

. Galey

. Hinnrichsen
. Hnatiuk

. Mclntosh
. McCloskey

Phair
Rose

. Russell

. Stacpoole
. Toomey

Valentine
Wimhurst

L. Wright

Success of the Study Group depends on member’s
contributions. I'm delighted to have received so
many contributions to the species list (see rejport
column to the right). Also, the notes coming in on
horticulture for species are especially welcome.
Keep them coming in, we've still got quite a way
to go. You don't need to make a comprehensive
list of everything you know or are doing. Records
for even just one species at a time will make an

important contribution.
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There have been 59 species, subspecies
or cultivar names added to the list of
Australian species being grown as bonsai
since June 2003. This brings the total to

408.

Scientific Name

Common Name

Contribution Type

Acacia baileyana

Cootamundra wattle

species hames

Acacia caerulescens

Buchan blue wattle

Acacia cognata

$250, hort
information, image,

Acacia craspedocarpa

species hames

Acacia cultriformis

Knife edge wattle

Images, hort
information

Acacia decora

$1

Acacia decurrens

Black wattle

species hames

Acacia fimbriata

Fringed wattle

species hames
$2

Acacia iteaphylla

Winter wattle/
Gawler Range
wattle

Images, hort.

Acacia pendula

Weeping myall

information, species

Acacia peuce

names
species hames

Red stemmed

Acacia rubida wattle
$2 Acacia whibleyi Whibley wattle
$2 Acacia spectabilis Mudgee wattle
$4 Acacia vestita Hairy wattle
Hort. information, Acacia victoriae Gundibluey

image, species
names

Acacia williamsii

species hames

Acacia williamsonii

Whirraker wattle

Hort. information,

Adansonia gregorii

Boab

species hames

Alyxia buxifolia

Sea box

$2

Araucaria heterophylla

Norfolk Island pine

$2

Backhousia myrtifolia

$17

Baeckea 'Sparkles'

Baeckea

Baeckea sp.

Banksia ‘Birthday candles

Callistemon 'Candy Pink’

Callistemon 'Kings Park
Special'

Callistemon 'Little John'

Callistemon sieberi

Callistemon sp.

Bottlebrush

Eremophila ‘lutea’

Australifants as Bonsai Study Group
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Eucalyptus acaciiformis

Wattle-leaved
peppermint

The address of the site is:
http://farrer.riv.csu.edu.au/ASGAP/bonsai.html

Eucalyptus amplifolia

Eucalyptus baxteri

Brown stringybark

Eucalyptus cladocalyx
nana

Bushy sugar gum

Eucalyptus crenulata

Buxton gum

Eucalyptus diversifolia

Soap mallee

Eucalyptus mannifera ssp.
maculosa

Brittle gum, red
spotted gum

Eucalyptus moorei var.
latiuscula

Eucalyptus ovata

Swamp gum

Eucalyptus parvifolia

Small-leaved gum

Eucalyptus pilularis

Eucalyptus sideroxylon var
pallens

Pink-flowered
ironbark

Eucalyptus sp.

Gum

Eucalyptus spathulata

Swamp mallet

Ficus superba

Ficus virens

Deciduous fig

Grevillea 'Winpara Gem'

Gymnostoma australianum

Daintree pine

Hakea mytoides

Kunzea 'Badja carpet'

Lemon scented

Leptospermum petersonii  |tea tree
Melaleuca thymifolia ‘pink
lace' Pink lace
Violet honey
Melaleuca wilsonii myrtle
Prostrate
Myoporum parvifolium boobialla
Pittosporum phylliraeoides
Sweet

Pittosporum undulatum

pittosporum

Schefflera actinophylla cv.
Variegated

Variegated
umbrella tree

Syzygium wilsonii

Letters continued:

- E. Jacobs of Perth has written a wonderful
email, part of which saidi have two groups
[of eucalypts]...1) seedlings planted in what |
call "air-pruning pots" ie plastic shapes with
holes in the sides which root prune the trees.
have found this method very exciting with
trees tripling the growth rate of those left in
normal pots. | feel that they develop a very
good root system, and are healthy and
vigorous. The larger ones | then transfer to
large pots to give them a bit more space.
These are obviously NOT dwarfed.

The only problem is that | cannot find any
source of this plastic product, and so are
limited to 12 pots like thidLet the editor
know if, you can help?]

‘2) More of an attempt at bonsai, with leaf
and root pruning and potting into squat
containers. One thing | have learned is just
how very small Eucs can be pricked out, ie
when they are only just large enough to
handle. | think that this is only possible as
I have a balance arm misting system

which prevents them drying out.’

[EJ then provided a list of 18 euc. species
she is growing, and what an exciting list.

I hope to hear how the horticultural
treatment goes of growing these in pots of
any kind. Thé&. papuanda ghost gum)

will be of great interest to many members
who have enquired about growing ghost
gums.]

‘The species | have in this group are...Euc
albida, crucis gillii , kingsmillii ssp
alatissima lansdownianaleucoxylon
macrocarpamelliodorg "Moon Lagoon”,
nutans pachyphyllapapuanavar.
aparreninjg pauciflorasspniphophila
pyriformis, synandraterminalis torquata

x stricklandii (Torwood),youngiana

Acacia howiittii

- or asked if o web-based version of 1% National
A member asked if a web-based version o Exhibition of
the complete list of names of Australian .
species grown as bonsai could be produced. AUStral'an Plants
This is an excellent idea. as Bonsali,
The ASGAP Web Master has agreed to put Australian
the list on their web site, on the ‘bonsai’ page. National Botanic
I will give the list another check for Gardens,

consistency and submit to him in the next
week. He says he will need to do the work to Canberra, Nov,
get it into html, but it should not be long before 2003.

version 1.0 is on the web. Do check it out.
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If not delivered, please return to PO Box 450, 3amiPost Office, Macquarie ACT 2614.

There are nearly 200 speciesM¢laleucain Australia. Twenty-six species or
cultivars have been reported as growing as boasdithis will undoubtedly increase.
There is variation in horticultural treatments negtb keep them healthy and small,
but this variation seems to fall into a few typ&xr example, those that start growing
in late winter and early spring versus those thait until the heat of late spring and
early summer arrive before getting going. Thosg tlower on old wood versus
those on new wood. Those that backshoot readilylebmwood and those that don't.
With quite a lot of interest in this groupnbke a special call for your horticultural
experiences with any melaleucas. Photos of tre&sining, or ‘completed’ and in
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long-term maintenance would be welcome too. hdr publish these in the June
2005 Newsletter, so get your record books and fgeauat, record what you do this
year, and send in any time before the end of Ad5. Roger
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